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TKMR Members Handbook
Our new Handbook is due to be published to
Members at the end of the year. If you would
like to place and advert the rates are as follows:
Members rate for - Full page £175 + VAT
Half page £100 + VAT
Non-Members for - Full page is £200 + VAT
Half page £125 + VAT
Please contact Camilla for more information/to
place an advert – camilla@tkmr.co.uk

Fuel Orders
Please remember to check your fuel
tanks ahead of the bank holiday
weekend 27th – 29th May.
If you need to order any Derv,
Kerosene, Gas Oil & Ad Blue please do
order it as soon as possible as the fuel
companies will get busy leading up to
the Bank Holiday.

Chairman’s AGM Report
Once again my annual report is written with concern about the uncertainty of the agricultural industry, since last year we’ve
had BREXIT and now face further uncertainty with the forthcoming General Election. Both events could have such a
significant impact on our businesses and ourselves. Nobody at present, understandably, is prepared to speculate what
specific changes will be forced upon on us whether agricultural or environmental. Your Machinery Ring however, remains
the same giving value for money to its members and their businesses. With this in mind over the last year we have come to
an arrangement with Anglia Farmers which many of you have benefited from already and I know Steve and Sandi want to
continue to expand this arrangement and ring opportunities for our Co-operative to help us all gain further rewards.
As a group we are better at securing deals and discounts and need to work together to ensure we remain strong and
successful in the current climate. I encourage every member to look at the range of services / goods the ring can offer either
through our own members or through Anglia at no extra cost to us. I myself have taken advantage of some of these services
and the experience was straightforward and professional from both the Ring office and Anglia Farmers.
This year’s accounts show the ring at almost a break even situation which shows stability under its administration. With
reduced costs next year we would aim to move into a slight profit, the aim of the ring is to give its members value for money
whilst not losing the co-operative money. Earlier on in the year the Board had a discussion about membership subscriptions,
acknowledging they had not been increased for several years. After a lengthy and in depth discussion it has been decided to
keep the subscriptions as they are for another year in lieu of the Anglia Farmers arrangement and further reduction in costs
now that the office move, stationery and website are complete and things are settled. We will however keep this under
review.
I understand completely Steve and Sandi’s frustration where introductions are made and time has been spent on jobs to find
the members closed the deal without involving the Ring – we are small co-operative and are all supposed to pull together,
provide a good service and get repeat business for our members. Learning of these transactions leaves the managers
disappointed and demotivated. 2% is not a huge sum and on very large or ongoing jobs it can be discussed at the point of
the enquiry. Please do treat the managers as you would like to be treated. It’s your Ring and its success lies with our members,
the service provided and above all people’s honesty and integrity.
In the winter it was decided at a meeting with Michael Brown that his role would change to that of an advisory position using
his knowledge of past jobs and the history of the ring and he would also act as a backup for Steve, Sandi and Camilla during
holiday periods. I would like to thank Michael for his continued involvement and understanding as the ring continues to
evolve. I also know you would like me to thank of behalf of all the membership my fellow Directors who give their time freely
to the Ring several times a year and are always on the end the phone.
Finally it has been a pleasure to work with Steve, Sandi and Camilla over the last year and to see their enthusiasm and
dedication to both the Ring and the Anglia Farmers deal. All our businesses benefit from their commitment, fresh ideas and
support so I offer thanks on behalf of you all to our Ring Staff. As always I encourage you all to call the office to discuss your
requirements as the ring is in an excellent position to offer you a complete service for your business.
Tom Martin
Chairman

Savings on Products made by our Members
through Anglia Farmers
Bunded Fuel
Station

Aga

Saved over
£120

Saved £1000
off RRP

Electricity
Shaved approx.
£3,000 of yearly
bill

More Savings made by our Members

900ml Twin Wall
drainage pipe
Saved
approximately
£3,000 (30% saving)

Fuel Card
Our Members are
only paying £111.00
at the pump for
diesel

TKMR Risk Assessments
available
Richard Gardiner has over 30 years contracting
experience in the land based industry, most of
which was spent in the commercial and local
authority sectors with all the safety and compliance
demands that come with the territory. With a
contracting background, Richard takes a simple,
practical view of safety which suits his client base of
hard working, hands on business people. NAG
Solutions have developed a package specifically
designed to meet the diverse needs of the TKMR
membership, there is something for everyone at
special low prices.

The details are all available for you from the Ring
Office. The Bronze option includes the purchase of
up to ten generic risk assessments along with a
template document to take to site each day to
complete along with briefing document about the
Principle of a risk assessment, through to a Gold
Option Bespoke Assessment carried out at your
offices and compliance evaluation and support
package. The packages start from £150 for 10 risk
assessments and range up to £315. If this is
something you would be keen to receive please
contact us.

Vehicle – Ford
Ranger Limited
Saved in excess of
£7,000 off list price

We have Members who can help…
We have teams available for
silage from full teams to spare
tractors and trailers. Maize
drilling – members now
available too, if you need some
catch up help as silage may
overlap.

Stationery & Office Supplies
Huge Savings through AF….
Commodity
Envelopes DL 80gsm
Envelopes C5 90gsm
Envelopes C4 100 gsm
2 ring plastic ring binders
Fellowes 99CI Cross Cut Shredder
Post it notes 76x76mm yellow
26/6 and No 56 Staples
A4 Copier Paper 80gsm

Quantity
1000
500
250
2 pack
12
5000
Per ream

RRP

£2.49
£344.00
£13.99
£2.99
£2.99

AF PRICE
£8.31
£7.40
£7.26
£0.59p
£211.64
£8.11
£0.35p
£1.77

ALL PRICES EX VAT, Plus AF Levy 2.65%
NO Minimum order value
Free delivery
The above is a small selection, there are so many products - anything
from Printers, Laptops, Tablets, Office furniture, Crockery, Microsoft
Office, the list is endless.
Just email or call us with requirements and models and we can price
it up.

Thames & Kennet Machinery Ring & Anglia Farmers

News & Offers
Water Quality Testing: Are You
Compliant?
BAHS can provide a range of water and geotechnical testing services. Our water testing services include a bacterial, physical and
chemical parameters (for example: Colony Counts, pH, Iron, Manganese, etc.), which are used to verify that the most common
water contaminants are below regulatory limits. Based on results, we are able to develop appropriate and bespoke water
treatment systems to give you confidence that your water supply is safe to drink and regulatory compliant.
BAHS provide UKAS water testing services for regulatory compliance purposes and Non-UKAS water testing services where
regulatory compliance is not needed. Our geotechnical testing services include grain size, soil, rock and thermal analyse
Test Your Water For: Regulatory Compliance, Quality Assurance Schemes, Livestock Welfare, Crop Yield, Equipment
Maintenance and Reliability.
Farm Assurance Schemes usually require regular water quality monitoring of private supplies to demonstrate compliance. Our
laboratory offers a wide range of water quality testing services. We provide UKAS and non-UKAS water testing services for
regulatory and non-regulatory needs. Non-UKAS test results are available from 6 hours after sample receipt. If required, we can
provide trained staff to visit your site and collect water samples for you.

Limited Offer - 10% Discount for Anglia Farmers Members!

Seed Orders/Fertiliser Requirements
Pre order Autumn Seed
Clearfield OSR Some varieties are already selling out. Call the
Office to secure your requirements.
Hybrid Barley Varieties such as Bazooka and Sunningdale are
expected to sell out & there will be approximately half the
amount of Volume seed available this autumn compared to last
year.
Grass, Maize, Game Cover & Environmental seed should now
be ordered. We have great deals in place & can offer a wide
range of choice. Call to discuss your requirements.
2017/18 Fertiliser Requirements are now being taken. If an
early buying opportunity arises or a quick market movement
occurs through the year, we are then able to keep you
informed. Please call the Ring office with your approximate
Tonnage’s and we will obtain a quote.

Insurance - Planning ahead
In recent years, the costs involved with running a business have increased significantly with employee benefit schemes
becoming increasingly prominent. The introduction of Auto-enrolment in 2012, which has gradually been rolled out across all
business in the UK, has resulted in another financial obligation for a lot of businesses. As such it is crucial that you plan ahead
and correctly budget for your yearly costs. Two areas that need to be considered when budgeting for the coming year are the
Discount Rate and Insurance Premium Tax.
The Discount rate
The Discount Rate, also known as the Ogden Rate, is part of the calculation to determine the amount of compensation awarded
in cases involving serious injury. When assessing future loss of earnings, the courts multiply the amount they consider the
claimant will lose each year by factors such as their age and life expectancy. Similar factors are applied to the amount required
for the cost of care. The Discount Rate comes into play when a final figure has been reached. It reduces the value by the amount
of projected earnings that could be made by investing the final sum. With the inevitable substantial increases in settlement
sums, it highlights the importance of reviewing your insurances regularly. At your annual renewal review, you should consider
whether the cover you’re paying for remains adequate, in particular, your limits of indemnity for both Public and Employers’
Liability.
What has changed?
The Discount Rate has been reduced from 2.5% to - 0.75%. This means, rather than any lump-sum being reduced by 2.5% to
allow for an investment return, the settlement will be increased. This reflects the expectation that there will be a negative
return on investment in the long term. The effect of this will be an increase in the value of claims for future financial loss. The
change is most significant for younger claimants, for whom the settlement needs to cover the greatest length of time. To give
an example, an award made to a 27-year-old female with a life-changing injury will increase from £6.5m under the old Discount
Rate to approximately £14m under the new one.
Which insurance products will be affected by this change?
The Discount Rate applies to injury claims, so any product that provides cover for motor (including motor trade) or liability
(employers’ liability and public and products liability) will be affected.
What impact will the Discount Rate change have on me?
The increased cost of claims for insurers may mean an increase in the cost of insurance for customers, regardless of where the
insurance policy is bought. As a result of the significant increases in settlement sums it may also be prudent to consider
increasing the maximum limit of indemnity applicable to both your Public Liability and Employers’ Liability insurances.

Insurance Premium Tax (IPT)
Insurance Premium Tax is considered by many as the new stealth tax. Since its introduction at 2.5% in 1994 it has steadily
been increased by successive chancellors. The latest increase is set to take effect from 1st June 2017 where it will be increased
from 10% to 12%. The higher rate of IPT which typically applies to travel insurance, mechanical/electrical appliances
insurance and some vehicle insurance will remain unchanged at 20%.
The below illustration shows how and when IPT has increased with the main bulk of the overall increase coming in recent
years, since 2011 during which time it has increased by 100%.

Rates

From 1st June
2017

Standard
rate

12%

10%

9.5%

6%

5%

Higher rate

20%

20%

20%

20%

17.5%

From 1 October 2016 From 1 November 2015 to From 4 January 2011
to 1st June 2017
30 September 2016
to 31 October 2015

Up to 3
January 2011

Insurance Business Manager Richard Hastings of AF said “With the latest increase set to take effect from 1st June, it will be
prudent, particularly for businesses, to budget for these inevitable increases”.

AGM 2017 – Managers Report
Good evening and welcome to the 26th Annual General Meeting thank you all for coming.
I start with a huge thank you to all our loyal members who use the ring regularly, put their repeat jobs through the
books and generally can be relied on to complete jobs to the highest level of satisfaction and always get great
feedback. However, as important are the loyal members we don’t hear from so often but continue their membership
to support the ring and allow us to be there when you are all up against it so we thank you all too. We do hope you
all gain something for you £130.00 per year. We continue to work hard to give you good value and what we hope is
a high level of service. We monitor the phones and emails 7 days a week and we aim to get in touch even if it’s a
weekend to acknowledge your enquiry and if urgent help is required we do our very best to sort the issue.
We have worked hard on the Anglia Famers deal and have cemented a good working relationship with the managers
and staff at Anglia. We have made use of many of the vast selection of commodities and services available to
members (some on a repeat basis) including Vehicle purchases, cattle feed, top soil, building supplies and electricity
to name a few. We trust you all received your AF/TKMR booklets.
We fully appreciate many members use the Ring as a fire fighting option rather than a way of running your business
and as such we needed to react and expand the Ring services in order to keep the Ring alive and current. We have
no intention of dropping the machinery / contracting side of our co-operative and this still remains our main priority
but when things go well and the weather plays ball in many seasons we appreciate we are not a huge factor in
member’s plans. Therefore in order to be there as back up when things do go wrong we need to increase
opportunities for our members and grow in other directions. However, that said please do call us when changing
farming operations and considering your costings, we would be pleased to talk to you and help with options.
The advertising of jobs and machinery seems to play a large part now and in order to do that sometimes it’s necessary
to request a finder’s fee in some instances or still charge the 2% on the machinery sales invoices. We do hope you
all appreciate this as the time spent on the newsletter and Facebook and phone calls do mount up. We want to help
both sides of the Sales and Wants but it all takes time, however it’s a great way of speaking to members.
Speaking of promotion we will be renewing the Members Handbook towards the end of the year and intend to run
a similar format to the last booklet please do get in touch if you would like to place an advert, the prices will remain
the same as 2 years ago. With regards to the conference we were overwhelmed by the response to last year’s event
at Stockcross, we hope those of you who attended enjoyed the event. Our thanks to all those who sponsored the
day, we had such great and positive feedback. Due to the uncertain times and at risk of becoming boring we have
decided not to run a conference this year and hope that by autumn 2018 things maybe a little clearer and our
speakers will have more to share with us, even though we are all aware we will not be totally enlightened for some
months after the 2019 deadline. Instead, we are organising a Farm Tour around The Ramsbury Estate and the
Brewery to get members together. Thank you to Alistair Ewing for all his help and support in putting on this event
and to our ever supportive sponsors on this occasion The CLA, Carter Jonas and Ford Fuel Oils for making this all
possible at no cost to our members.
To touch on the year end Accounts for 2016, we did show a loss on the year of £426, whilst it’s disappointing not to
break even which is the aim of the Ring. We have been busy purchasing stationery and advertising material, building
our new website and attending events which includes putting on refreshments for members and prospective
members all of which comes at a cost. We are looking forward to this year as now these items are in place and the
website is live. We are not planning on spending too much unless we receive an opportunity too good to miss!! Do
please remember fuel orders can be placed on the website, your testimonials which mention your company can be
placed on here, photos are welcome and all the newsletters are loaded on the site for back dated information.
We have another new service coming for you and members we will soon be able to supply Bulk LPG we have a
company signed up and we are finalising how it will work, the most relevant thing to learn will be your current
contract end date if its passed or imminent.

Innes Miles will be pleased to talk you about tanks and standing charges and will supply group discount rates to our
members which you purchase through the ring like you do your Gas Oil and Derv etc now. The more we buy the
better the rates will get! We purchased as a group over 5 million litres of fuel last year which was fantastic.
As always thank you to Board of Directors and in particularly Tom Martin our Chairman, Tom is a frequent visitor to
the office and is always on hand for clarification and advice when required. All our directors help as and when
required and give their time freely for board meetings and events throughout the year.
Thanks also to Camilla who provides a wonderful administration support and who was very heavily involved in the
website production and who un complainingly puts the newsletter together each month when Sandi regularly
changes and adds items as its nearly ready for release (Sandi is sorry Milly and very grateful) and to Michael who
provides great support to us when required, we wish Michael a speedy recovery as he underwent an emergency
back operation last week.
Thank you all for your continued support.
Steve & Sandi Ackrill
Managers

AFTERNOON CREAM TEA
2.00 – 5.00 pm

FRIDAY 2ND JUNE

The Long Barn, (Meon Springs), Whitewool Farm, East Meon, GU32 1HW
By kind permission of Jamie Butler

£8 per ticket
£2.50 children under 12 years

Raising Funds for Hampshire Federation of Young Farmers Clubs
Book your tickets Jenny Gray 01962 713784 jennyccfarm@googlemail.com
Stella Leppard 02392 381929

stellaleppard424@btinternet.com

Wanted



We have a member looking for a set of dual wheels 18.4/38.
A member is looking to buy a ride on diesel lawn mower c
54/60 inch.



JGas are looking for sites in Berkshire for LPG Gas tanks &
Storage.

Please contact the Office if you are able to help.

For Sale
Would anyone who uses their own 25kg bagged
salt for gritting be interested in any salt? Available
at cost price.
Please contact the Ring for more information and
prices.

JOB VACANCY’s


We have a member looking for a full time farm worker to
include tractor work and general farm duties.
Accommodation on site and reflected in the salary. To be
based near Maidenhead.



A member is looking for a Farm Secretary/Book Keeper for
2 days a week. Secretarial or bookkeeping experience
required. Although specific training can be given.
Programmes used are Sum-It & Gatekeeper. To be based
near Farnham.



A member is looking for a full time tractor driver. Must
have PA 1 & 2 certificates. To be based near Basingstoke.

Harvest Preparations
If your grain store needs cleaning prior to harvest please do
contact us. It’s still not too late to order your harvest
plastics. If you need baler twine, net wrap, silage covers or
clamp film please do contact Steve in the Ring Office.

Slug Pellet Testing
TKMR are able to organise slug pellet testing through our
Training companies. Please do get in touch if your slug
pelleter is due for a test and we will contact our Training
companies to find suitable dates.

Dates for the Diary

Training Courses
West Berks and Oxon Training
May
24th
PA6 Knapsack Sprayer
June
19th
PA1 Foundation Module
29th & 30th
2 day LANTA Chainsaw
maintenance

Hampshire Training Providers

May
26th
June
7th
15th
22nd
27th

PA6a Knapsack training
BASIS FACTS in Agriculture
PAT Testing
Responsible & Effective Control of Commensal
Rodents
ATV Training

May
28th
28th

Berkshire YFC Country Fayre, Englefield Estate,
Englefield
Oxfordshire YFC Show, Earth Trust Centre, Little
Wittenham

June
14th & 15th Cereals, Lincolnshire

Training Courses contd..
Kennet and Thames Training
Telehandler & Chainsaw course available in May & June.
Please contact the office for dates.

