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Agritechnica 2019 
 

Earlier this month, members of TKMR headed to Germany to visit Agritechnica. After an interesting journey across the 
channel in the mini bus (only being stopped once by the Police for acting suspiciously around the TKMR office at 3.30am) & 
many hours of driving they arrived at their hotel in Hanover. With a few beers & food they were refuelled and ready for a day 
at the show. As the pictures show there was an immense amount of machinery on display from around the World, in the 30 
exhibition halls that made up the show. Everyone who went was thoroughly ‘blown’ away by the amount and size of the 
machinery on display. Many miles were walked by all and the journey home was a lot less eventful, but still surprisingly jovial 
thanks to the Ugly Sisters continued bus banter….they know who they are!! Plans are already being made to attend the 2021 
show which is on the 14th – 20th November.  
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Bio (FAME) content increase in gas oil – Invitation to discuss 

options 

We have an invitation from a Fuel Member willing to organise a meeting for members to attend to learn more from the 
Additive experts about the increase in Bio content in Gas Oil in order to follow legislation & the options available to you with 
regard additives. If we have sufficient interest, we could host a couple of events in different areas of our Ring membership.  
 

This would be a free event. Please contact us by the 10th December to register your interest and we will follow 
it up.  

 

          

 



 
 

 

ARE YOU EXPERIENCING FUEL PROBLEMS?……YOU ARE NOT ALONE! 

Over the last few weeks/months we have been experiencing an increase in the amount of daily calls from our 
Members who have all been experiencing fuel problems, resulting in the filters getting blocked or a white film on the 
diesel in the fuel tanks, etc. We have been talking at length with the fuel companies who we deal with and have 
been sent information by Exocet who are the additive suppliers as to which additives are available and which ones 
are best to use for each specific problem. The inherent problems of FAME in fuel are well documented and we can 
expect that these will only be exacerbated as the proportion of FAME increases. To this end: 
 

Ø Fuel shelf life will be greatly reduced – discolouration, gum formation and deposit lay-down in storage 
Ø The water content of fuel will increase – poor fuel performance, potential for fuel-water emulsion formation 
leading to filter and line blockages 
Ø Increase in the likelihood of ‘bug’ growth – rapid infestations, filter and line blockages leading to fuel starvation 
Ø The cold weather performance will be much reduced – probable likely increase in the frequency of waxing issues 
leading to blocked lines and fuel starvation 
Ø Layering in tanks – separation of crude-derived fuel and biofuel, leading to irregular fuel performance, early 
waxing of the bio-component and blocked lines and filters, even in summer 
 
We are aware that there is no quick fix to the problem, but we have outlined below a guide to the different additives 
available and which additive we have been recommended by the Fuel companies which you should use if you have 
any problems with your fuel.   
 
Exocet products are available through our fuel companies and we have product information on: Diesel Supreme, Fuel Store 
plus, Diesel power restorer, Gas oil supreme, Gas oil conditioner, Anti Wax Additive, Anti bug kill & Anti bug protect, so 
please do contact the Ring Office for more information.  

 



 
 

We have been supplied information about all the additive’s available from Ford Fuels and Certas Engery, but at 
present we have been recommended that if you’re having problems the Gas Oil Conditioner is the best one to use 
(more information below). Depending on what the problem is you are experiencing there are different bug kill and 
bug protect options available. We are able to purchase additives from Ford Fuels & Certas Energy so please do call 
us for more information and specific prices. 
 

  



 
 

  

JOB VACANCY 
 

A member is looking for a tractor driver/general farm worker to 
work on a farm in the Newbury area. Must have experience 
driving tractors and other farm machinery. Full or part time 
position available to suit the right person. Good rates of pay 
available. Must have clean driving licence.  
 
Another Member is looking for a general farm worker/tractor 
driver in the Wallingford area. Must have experience driving 
tractors with trailers, spraying and drilling. Current spraying 
certificates required. Must have a clean driving licence.  
 
 
Please contact the Ring Office for more information on either 
position.  
 

Information from NFU for Members 

ALL NFU Members who have Fuel 

issues please help and call the ‘Call 

First’ number to report your issues 

…….. 

 “We understand the NFU are investigating the 

extent of the problem and are in touch with the 

relevant fuel trade association but would like to 

hear from anyone who is or has experienced 

these problems – please contact NFU Callfirst 

on 0370 845 8458” 

 

Simon Beddows Farmers Blog…. 

Nightmare! Since September we have changed the fuel filters on all three of our John Deere R6125 tractors on an 
almost weekly basis. Prior to this, they happily went for the designated 750 hours, now we are lucky to get 50 hours 
out of them. It is the 4 micron pre filter that is giving us the problems. These are fitted as part of the tier 5 emissions 
system. As I understand it, tier 4 tractors have 6 micron and older tractors have much coarser filters. Our diesel tank 
has a 10 micron filter and has managed just over a month but now refuses to deliver any more fuel. Oh and just to 
make matters worse, you can't get new filters because the manufacturers are unable to keep up with demand. 
 
The photo above shows the John Deere filter that we cut open to investigate.  
We left the filter element in neat brake fluid overnight. Bearing in mind that is  
a clear liquid, it has leached out what looks like very fine, black particles. We  
got this idea from the workshop manager at our local Claas dealer, so thanks  
Andy. We are currently trying to clean the tank filter using the brake fluid, just 
to get diesel from the tank. Other than selling us more filters at £40 a go, we  
have not had any help from John Deere. Like the NFU, they are just gathering  
information with seemingly no action to date. 
 
The cause of all this is the increased inclusion of bio fuel in the diesel. The fuel 
industry can add up to 7% currently, which increased from 5% earlier this year.  
Bio diesel is produced from vegetable oils such as oilseed rape or waste cooking 
oil, known as the FAME (Fatty Acid Methyl Ester) content. As the financial 
incentive from the government is doubled where biodiesel is produced from  
waste cooking oil rather than pure vegetable oil, clearly fuel manufacturers are 
going to use waste cooking oil. So much so, that apparently we are now importing it to meet the demand. This, by 
its very nature, tends to have many more impurities in it than bio fuel manufactured from a pure oil like rape. It 
seems to me that this fuel is not fit for purpose and could possibly lead to massive legal claims against the fuel 
suppliers. The whole problem is compounded by engine manufacturers being forced to upgrade emission controls, 
which in turn means they are less compatible with bio fuel. 
 
In conclusion, we are heading towards a major problem without any sort of solution on the horizon. Due to the 
current difficult conditions, many tractors are parked up waiting for better weather. Once they all head out, the 
already dwindling supply of filters will lead to tractors not being able to run. It makes me really cross that nobody is 
doing anything to help. What needs to happen is either an immediate suspension of waste cooking oil used in gas 
oil, or an additive included in the fuel at manufacture to alleviate these negative effects. We need to raise the 
awareness of this now. Time to launch a national campaign before we all grind to a halt. 
 

Written by Simon Beddows, Coppid Farming 

 



 
 

 

Screwfix Card/B&Q Account Card  

Through the Orion Farming Group, TKMR Members are entitled 

to apply for a Screwfix card, which will enable you to get a small 

discount off all transactions. This card is also useable at B&Q, as 

an account card as there is no discount available at items bought 

at B&Q.  

PAT Testing 

We have a Member who is PAT Test registered and is able to 
do PAT Testing on all appliances.  
 
If you have any electrical equipment that needs testing please 
do contact the Ring office and we will put you in contact with 
the Member.  

 

Potential TKMR Trip to Spaldings Depot 
Lincolnshire – Register interest  

 
TKMR Members and guests have been invited by the 
team at Spaldings to look around the vast 
warehouse which carries millions of pounds of stock 
and see the impressive picking system, be 
introduced to the Sales Team and see the full 
product range that is offered by Spaldings and also 
learn a bit how the business is run.  Refreshments 
will be provided. We would intend to travel by 
coach/mini bus, hopefully sponsored. We are 
planning for a January / February date.  
 
 
Please Register your interest to be included in 
discussions.  office@tkmr.co.uk 
 
 

Please remember to register 

interest in Spaldings and Bio 

(FAME) Increase events to enable 

us to organise accordingly. 

Business For Sale 

LIME AND FERTILISER SPREADING 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 

  

Kookaburra Contracting Ltd, established 15 years.  Large 

customer base and contacts.  Operating area covered 

Oxfordshire, Berkshire, North Hampshire, Gloucestershire. 

  

Sale to include 2 modern spreaders, mounted on MAN 4 x 4 

truck and Unimog U400, both equipped with Topcon.  Kobota 

loader, low loader trailer. 

  

Genuine reason for sale, this represents a good opportunity for 

someone to buy a successful business operating in a niche 

market. 

For more information please contact David on 07834 475217 

 

Members Joining TKMR 

 
We would like to welcome the following Members 
to TKMR who have joined in the last quarter of the 
year: 
 

Diesel 24 (Fuel card supplier) 
H J Sheppard & Son 

J R Tyres 
Peninsula UK 

 

It’s time to plan ahead…. If you 

normally help our Members 

with snow clearing please 

could you let Steve or Sandi 

know if you would like to help 

this year and what kit you 

have available. 

 

January Special Offer for TKMR Members - 
20% Discount 

 
TKMR Members get an extra 5% discount in January on top of 
our normal 15% discount, on all products sold through Spaldings.  
 
This discount is NOT given on sale items. To benefit from the 
discount ALL ORDERS MUST be placed through the Ring Office.  
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AgCon+ Insurance  
 
Independent agricultural insurance brokers Copperwheat Barlow are pleased to announce that they have 
launched a new range of insurance products that are designed for agricultural contractors, called “AgCon+”. 
Having worked within the agricultural industry for the past 25 years, it was clear that there was a requirement for 
bespoke insurance policies for contractors taking the many varied activities contractors undertake into account.  
 
“AgCon+” covers Contractors All Risks, Employers Liability, Public Liability together with other aspects like 
Material Damage for farm buildings and other property, farm & contractors contents and even provision for 
professional indemnity and directors and officers cover, complete with legal fees cover for many insurance 
needs. All types of vehicle can be covered, even specialist ones together with the appropriate legal fees and 
breakdown protection for all road vehicles. 
 
For more details and information on other farm insurance products, please contact the Ring office on 01635 
285405 and we will pass on your details to Copperwheat Barlow who will be happy to help on a free, no 
obligation basis. They have been helping TKMR Members for the past three years and hope that they can help 
you. 
 
Article supplied by Copperwheat Barlow  

Training Courses 

West Berks and Oxon Training 
December  
10th  Christmas wreath making  
 
January  
8th  Upholstery & Soft Furnishings 
9th & 10th  Lantra 2 day Chainsaw Maint & Cross cut 
14th  NROSO Workshop (Am & Pm) 
28th  PA1 Foundation Module (training day) 
30th  PA1 Assessment  
 
 

Kennet & Thames Training  
December 
4th & 5th Chainsaw Maintenance & Cross Cut  
 

New E-Learning for Lantra Courses booked  
Through Kennet & Thames Training.  
Click on the link below for more information & to  
Book on a course: 
 
https://www.kennetandthames.co.uk/lantra-e-learning 
 

Hampshire Training Providers  
December 
16th  Telehandler 
 
January  
16th  First Aid 
20th  LANTRA Chainsaw Refresher 
21st  LANTRA Brush cutter 
 
   
   
 

Please contact the Ring 

Office to book onto any of 

the above courses or to get 

more information about 

them.  

https://www.kennetandthames.co.uk/lantra-e-learning

